NARBERTH CHAMBER OF TRADE
Committee meeting 15th September 2008; Angel Hotel 5.0 pm.
Present:
Gordon Barry (Sec); David Norcross; Francis Parry
Apologies.    

Anthony Ryan – (Chairman); John Williams - (Treasurer); Chris Allen; Lynne Baylis; Ian Gravell. Anthony Richards; Ivan Wilson; Julie Thomas,
Minutes of previous full meeting (18th August 2008) were acknowledged. 

Matters Arising from Minutes
Treasurers report. 
Update to be given next meeting
ACTION: John Williams
Planning applications.  

1. James Williams site: The latest application to PCC (07/1506/PA) from Landmarque Sites Ltd, Worcestershire is for 48 dwellings

· Following a “drop in public session on the 12th June” it became clear that there were no objections from the Water Board. 
Action: Clarification to be sought from PCC etc. including what 106 agreement may have been reached.

NB: The owners have agreed to allow it to be used for parking during the Food Festival. Signs and access on the days to be provided by Chamber as usual. 
Parking problems

Members / businesses and employee’s are still long term parking on both sides of High Street to the detriment of our customers and visitors. Can we please stop and convince others to stop blocking parking spaces for our customers.

ACTION: ALL Members please
School Playground “Car Parking” BREAKING NEWS 23 September.
Parking permission has been granted by PCC for the Chamber to use the school playground as a temporary car park between the hours of 8am and 6:30pm. 
A Licence to Occupy has been signed by the Officers for a one year renewable Licence.

This is wonderful news for the town and will help with our current parking problems.

Responsibility for opening and closing the “gate” is currently undertaken by the Treasurer. He also cleans up the rubbish that is deposited in the playground!!

Your help in carrying out these duties is needed and would be appreciated. Please see John. 

Action: Members / John Williams 

Lower St James Street traffic flow.

Although double yellow lines are drawn at this “pinch point” vehicles are parking with impunity, continuously. 

Meeting held with PCC to resolve. Police and Traffic Warden are now targeting illegal parking in St J St. 

Action: Monitor situation.

Review of Traffic, Parking, Public Transport and Access in Narberth. Stake holder consultation.
PCC Highways Division are conducting a study on traffic and transportation in Narberth. The Chambers response together with a copy of our parking survey conducted in 2006 and photograph evidence of poor / illegal parking have been passed to PCC.

Updated Brochure 2008 is now available

Action: Members please collect as required from John Williams Costcutter. 
ARE THERE ANY VOLANTEERRS TO HELP DISTRIBULT OUR BROCHURE?
Pembrokeshire Business Network.      www.pembrokeshire-business.net  for minutes etc

Please also look at the “Narberth” pages on this site.
The next meeting will be on the 1st October at Bloomfield, major topic under discussion Internet Marketing.
Action: Gordon Barry
Narberth Future Forum; Narberth Vision 2010, development of CP School
A special Forum Committee meeting took place on 21st August at Bloomfield.

The Chamber has obtained from the Open Spaces Society documentation on how to register land as village green. With the intention of re registering the school playground.
Next meeting (and AGM) 25th September 7.30pm Bloomfield

Action: Members to support Future Forum. 

Shop location and information map.

Possible designs and costing to be investigated for “map” type business information boards to be positioned at the car park, market square and railway station. 
Possible sign location in Car Park to be explored with PCC. 

A useful meeting with Jane Gibson on 30th April was held and a number of ideas are being considered.

Action: On going

Possible corporate sponsorship for Business Boards to be investigated.

Action: Ian Gravell
Cruse Ship visits

For future visits the following needs to be considered and resolved.

· Negotiate for a longer “stop-over” in the town with the tour organizers. 

· Bus parking arrangements to be resolved
· Shops and businesses to be prepared 
· Provision of addition shopping guide and information.

NB: all of the above have synergies with the towns preparation for Bluestone and general organized tourism.

It is understood that there are to be ships in on 24th July, 10 August, 29th August, 22nd September. So far no contact by any tour operator of group has been received.
Action: Little progress to report Ongoing

Narberth.co.uk & the Chamber web site

The Chamber of Trade web site is now available by accessing the Narberth Town site www.narberth.co.uk and clicking on the ‘link’ to Narberth Chamber or by clicking on 

http://www.chamber.narberth.co.uk  Any comments and feedback would be appreciated as the site is being continuously developed. 
Action: Members for comments please IT IS YOUR SITE.

It was resolved by the meeting to have the minutes made available on the website.

Action: Sec to organize with Narberth.co.uk

“A” Boards

The committee felt that with the recent proliferation of “A” boards etc throughout the town, businesses need to be sensitive over the positioning of advertising “A” boards and ensure that they caused minimum impediment to pedestrians. The current PCC position is quite clearly spelled out 

The latest Police Forum news (see www.narberth.co.uk ) is worth reporting I quote

“PCSO Henry said: “Contact will be made with local businesses to ensure they keep the fronts of their shops clear of obstacles, including where possible 'A-frame' advertising boards.“
Action: All please.
The Chamber will consider possible alternative advertizing schemes which may be more acceptable to PCC.

Action: Members for comments please 

Collar of Office.

Request made that this is refurbished and updated (last Chair engraved being 1993)

Action: Chris Allen / John Williams to obtain quotes etc.

Correspondence
· Request for 150 Shopping in Narberth brochures for Milford Haven Port Authority to circulate at Bluestone.
· Narberth Town Council letter of thanks for Christmas lights donation of £1,300

A.O.B.
Notes for the Diary 
· 25th September, Narberth Future Forum Committee session
· 1st October,  Pembrokeshire Business Network, Milford Haven

2008 Chamber Plans.

· Cruise Ships – enable visits

· Bluestone – how do we work with them?

· Work with Town Council & Narberth Forum to safeguard development of the old CP school

NEXT MEETING: 20th October 2008
5:00  o’clock Angel Hotel
Future meeting dates for your diary. 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH






20th October 2008 at 5pm

17th November 2008 at 1pm

Please be there

_________________________________________________________________________________

W.G. Barry Chamber Secretary. 
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