1. Name

Narberth Chamber of Trade (Hereafter referred to as the Chamber) 

2. Object 

a) To foster and create a spirit of good will, friendship and unity by holding meetings, discussions, lectures, debates, conferences and other functions.

b) To promote and project the manufacturers, trades and professions of the Narberth and surrounding districts.

c) To collect and circulate relevant information relating to local trade and commerce.

d) To advance and promote technical information.

e) To support at all times the principles of fair trade.

f) To make applications for any grant or funding in view of promoting Narberth and its surrounding areas.

g) To do all such lawful things are incidental or conducive to the attainment of the above objects provided that the Chamber shall not support anything the result of which would be to turn the Chamber into a trade union.

3. Memberships

Membership for the Chamber shall be:


Open to any business, whatever size


Open to individual  persons


Open to elected Honorary Members

Dependent on the applicant being duly proposed/seconded by existing Chamber members and needing the majority vote of committee members at any subsequent suitable meeting after the application for membership.  

The Membership Secretary shall maintain a roll of current members.

The committee shall have the power to refuse an application for membership without need to give their reason for doing so.

4. Withdrawal of membership

Any member, who in the opinion of the majority of two thirds of the executive committee present and voting, has been guilty of misconduct of which the executive committee ought to take notice, or is from any other cause considered unsuitable or ineligible to continue as a member of the Chamber , may upon confirmation by the Chamber, be called upon to withdraw or resign, and in default of his so doing after notice, such person shall cease to be a member and his name shall be removed from the books. 

5. Subscriptions

a).The annual subscription of members shall become due and payable on January 1st each year. 

b).The amount to be subscribed shall be determined from time to time by the committee. 

c).A member whose subscription is outstanding after 2 months from January 1st shall be deemed not to be in good standing and their name shall be removed from the roll of members of the Chamber.

d).Members joining after the subscription date shall be charge proportionally.

6. Officers

The officers of the Chamber shall be:


President


Chairman


Secretary


Membership Secretary

       Treasurer

a).The officers above and other committee members (up to a maximum of 12) shall be elected or re elected every two years at the AGM.

b).All nominations for officers shall be received by the secretary at least seven days prior to this meeting.

c).The committee shall have the power to appoint such sub committees as are deemed desirable and to co-opt should the occasion arise.

d).The attendance of members of the committee shall be recorded by the secretary and the record made available at the AGM.

e).Any committee member who fails to attend three consecutive meetings without a suitable apology shall cease to be on the committee.

f).In the event of a vacancy occurring amongst the executive members during the year, a suitable member shall be co-opted into the vacant post at the next available committee meeting.

g).The management of the Chamber shall be under the control of an Executive Committee which shall consist of the Officers and members totaling 12. 

h).The Committee and officers shall be elected for two years at the Annual General Meeting of the Chamber; in such a way that one third of their number shall retire annually. Retiring members will be eligible for re-election.

i).At each Annual General Meeting, the executive committee shall present a report of its proceedings and a statement of account of the chamber duly certified by the treasurer.

j).All nominations for Officers and Committee shall be made in writing with the prior consent of the nominees, and sent to the Secretary not later than seven days before an Annual General Meeting of the Chamber.

k).The secretary will notify all executive members of meetings through a written agenda at least 5 days before the meeting takes place except in extreme conditions.

l).A special meeting of the Executive committee shall be summoned by the secretary at the written/e-mailed request of the Chairman or three members of the executive committee.

m). All question intended for the AGM must be received by the secretary at least ten days prior.

7. Finance

a).The executive committee shall have control of the funds of the Chamber, including the remuneration of any officer for his service.

b).The bankers shall take charge of the funds of the Chamber and pay all demands ordered by the Executive committee; and all cheques must be signed by two of the three nominated signatories.

c).The financial year shall end on April 5th of each year.

8.Meetings

a).The Annual General Meeting of the Chamber shall be held before the end of April/May each year. The Committee shall present a Report of the working of the Chamber since the last Annual General Meeting, which may be in writing to reach members before the day of the Annual General Meeting, or may be presented verbally at the Meeting. In the latter case, a summary shall be circulated to all members as soon as possible after the meeting.

b).Executive meetings are planned at each AGM and any subsequent meetings shall be set by either the Chairman or Vice Chairman.

c). Meetings must have a minimum of four officers present at all times.

d).The Chamber is to have four General meetings each year and each member will be posted an agenda at least 5 days prior to the meeting.

e).All questions must be made through the chair as standard etiquette. Members must respect the chairs decision to move on or close the discussion.

Voting

i).The Executive committee has the power to hold a vote on any subsequent issue with the Chairman having a casting vote.

ii). At General Meetings each member is given one vote with the Chairman having the casting vote.

9.Minutes

a).Minutes of meetings will be supplied by the secretary along with an Agenda prior to all meetings.

b).The minutes must be approved at the next meeting by members present.

c).An Amendment shall be either:

    i).  To leave out words

    ii). To leave out words and insert or add others

    iii).To insert or add words

d) A motion of Amendment once made and seconded, shall not be withdrawn without the consent of the Chamber.

10.Affiliation

The Executive committee shall have the power to affiliate with organizations whose objectives are in accord with its own.

11.General Procedures

a) The order of business for general meetings other than Annual General Meetings shall be as specified in the agenda.

b) No business shall be transacted at general meetings unless it appears on the agenda. Matters not appearing on the agenda may be discussed at the discretion of the Chair of the meetings but such discussion shall not commit the Chamber.

c) No motion shall be discussed at a meeting until it has been proposed and seconded.

d) A member shall not speak more than once on each motion or amendment. 

e) Once all proposals are heard, members must vote on amendments. 

f) To close a discussion a member may move that it be closed and if seconded this motion shall be voted upon.

g) To prevent a decision on a motion a member may move that it "lie on the table". If seconded this motion shall be voted upon, and then acted upon at the next meeting.

h) No motion to rescind a Minute of any Chamber meeting may be made unless notice of such a motion has been given at a previous meeting.

i) A motion of which notice has been given shall not be proceeded with in the absence of the proposer unless he/she has authorised another member to move it in writing at least seven days prior or unless in the opinion of the meeting the motion may be discussed and voted upon.

j) Any breach of procedures under this Constitution may be made by a member raising a "point of order". The Chair's ruling shall stand unless a vote is called for in which case a majority of those present will decide the matter.

