NARBERTH CHAMBER OF TRADE

Committee meeting 18th February 2008; Angel Hotel 5:30.

Present:
John Williams - (Treasurer); Gordon Barry (Sec); Lynne Baylis, Ivan Wilson (Celtic Vision); David Norcross; Anthony Richards; Mark Woods - part

Apologies.    

Anthony Ryan – (Chairman); Richard (Rossiters); Huw Pendleton (Celtic Holiday Parks); Francis Parry (More Shoes) 

Minutes of previous full meeting (21st January 2007) were acknowledged. 

Matters Arising from Minutes

Treasurers report. (as of :21/1/08)

Update will follow completion of subscription a/c

Outstanding bills include £500+ for Hyder report, +Grass track, Lights etc. 

Action: John Williams 

Planning applications.  

1. James Williams site: Western telegraph 14/2/07; Application by John Wotton Architects (Cardiff) for residential development (outline) 

2. Flats and shops proposed for No 44, 46 and the garages adjacent to No 47

Action: Ongoing,

3. Concern was raised over the probable final height of the new shop and flat building work at the entrance to Queens Court, High Street Narberth.  Is this in accordance with the final passed plans? If not then what action is proposed?

Letter sent to Planning PCC, NTC, Cllr W.Evans23/1/08

Reply from Senior Enforcement Officer 12th Feb stated that build was in accordance to approved plans.

Action: close item 3,

Parking problems

NOTE: Members / businesses and employee’s are still long term parking on both sides of High Street to the detriment of our customers and visitors. Can we please stop and convince others to stop blocking parking spaces for our customers.

Note The Town Council has written to all businesses and owners in High Street requesting them to please use the Town Moor car park at all times.

The Chamber should be present at the regular Community Policing meetings at Bloomfield. Next meeting date to be established

Action: John Williams / Gordon Barry

Lower St James Street traffic flow.

Directly resulting from the illegal parking of vehicles between Barclays Bank and Harvest Store, heavy goods vehicles are being forced to mount the pavement on the southern side of St James Street in order to pass down the A478. This is highly dangerous and it is only a matter of time before residents / pedestrians are seriously injured. Although double yellow lines are drawn at this “pinch point” vehicles are parking with impunity, continuously. Sadly draconian action is now required  before a tragedy takes place.

Letter sent to PCC, NTC, Cllr W.Evans23/1/08

Meeting with PCC to resolve, Police and Traffic Warden now targeting illegal parking in St J St.

Action: Monitor situation

Publicity and other initiatives.

Chamber “Logo” window stickers and Brochures

Action: Members please collect as required from John Williams Costcutter

Meeting of the Pembrokeshire Network of Local Chambers and Business Groups www.pembrokeshire-business.net 

The objectives of the group are:-

1. To improve the effectiveness of local chambers through  sharing best practice across the network 

2. To collaborate on developing initiatives that can support local enterprise

3. To represent the interests of local enterprise at a county and national level

Work is in hand to turn the group into a “legal entity” thus allowing it to provide a full roll in engaging with other organizations and groups. E-mail questionnaire sent out to Chambers and their members for comment/suggestions. The next full meeting will be in 6th March. When officers will be elected for 2008.

Action: Gordon Barry

Narberth Future Forum; Narberth Vision 2010

The Hyder report “Narberth Vision 2010” needs now to be addressed. In particular the question of the future use of the old CP School needs to be urgently resolved. What does the community require and want from this opportunity?

Next Future Forum meeting date 27th February Bloomfield 7:30 Meeting may be postponed to early March?

Letter sent to Planning PCC, NTC, Cllr W.Evans23/1/08 requesting information on PCC’s thoughts on the disposal of the school. 

Reply from Property Review Manager on 29 Jan 2008, giving clear indications of their present thoughts. 

Meeting between PCC and Town Council held and further clarification sought. Usefully PCC were educated both on Narberth’s shopping facilities and its aspirations.

Action: Members to next Future Forum and encourage Narberth residents and friends to attend. 

Shop location and information map.

Possible designs and costing to be investigated for “map” type business information boards to be positioned at the car park and railway station. 

Possible sign location in Car Park adjacent to Toilets explored with PCC. Letter received from Parking Services Manager which gave the full extent of the requirements expected of such information boards. Very complex and costly!!

Further thought to be given to this project

Action: Lynne Baylis / committee

School Playground “Car Parking”

Parking permission continues to be renewed for each “period” of the school year. Term time, half term, holidays etc. Situation to be resolved following final closure of school at the end of the summer term.  Currently the school caretaker is ill and responsibility for opening and closing the “gate” at the weekend is undertaken by the Treasurer. He also cleans up the rubbish that is deposited in the playground!!

Action: John Williams 

Cruse Ship visits

For future visits the following needs to be considered and resolved.

· Negotiate for a longer “stop-over” in the town with the tour organizers. 

· Bus parking arrangements to be resolved

Investigation underway to provide ad-hoc temporary bus slots on the Town Moor car park. These would only be used for specific events/tours and will normally be available for car parking.

· Narberth website to be updated (Thus allowing visitors to see what’s available in Narberth)

· Shops and businesses to be prepared 

· Provision of addition shopping guide and information.

NB: all of the above have synergies with the towns preparation for Bluestone and general organized tourism.

Action: Little progress to report Ongoing

Silly String.

The Chamber is very supportive of the Town Councils proposed By-Law which will outlaw Silly String from Narberth Carnival Days. It is noted that PCC are applying to the WAG for a prohibiting order during Carnival day. Good publicity in local papers.

Action: Chamber to support proposed By-Law. Ongoing

Narberth.co.uk

This site is currently being updated and upgraded. It is anticipated that the Chamber will be able to have its own “pages” soon. 

Action: Gordon Barry

“A” Boards

Pavement street furniture and clutter. General unfriendliness of the town towards the disabled has been highlighted recently.

The committee felt that with the recent proliferation of “A” boards etc throughout the town, businesses need to be sensitive over the positioning of advertising “A” boards and ensure that they caused minimum impediment to pedestrians.

The current PCC position is quite clearly spelled out in the appendix attached to these minutes.

Action: All please.

Christmas Lights

Once more the collection box’s have gone out to our members businesses.

 This year the Chamber has financed (£387.76) the “new look” white lights, following consultation with Cllrs Eric Feetham and Colin Williams. This initiative has given Narberth that distinctive look that is expected of the town.

There will be a Town Council sub-group meeting to discuss the Christmas lights on the 22nd Jan. 

Action: John Williams

Membership renewal.

Secretary sent out 133 membership renewal letters during the first week of January 

The fee to remain at £25 for this year; with the Christmas Lighting “Donations” to be again requested on behalf of the Town Council.

Action: Gordon Barry

Currently 82 members have responded

Collar of Office.

Request made that this is refurbished and updated (last Chair engraved being 1993)

Action: Gordon Barry to obtain quotes etc.

CORRESPONDANCE

Making Narberth a Fairtrade Town

Letter received from Narberth Town Council requesting the Chambers opinion / position on this iniative.

The meeting was in favor as many of the businesses already support and stock “Fairtrade” products.

Action: Reply to Council

Landsker Borderlands Tourism Association.

In spite of recent difficulties the TIC will open once more this year and is pledged to continue operation until late autumn.

Subscription now due.

Action: Gordon Barry

A.O.B.

Entreneurship Study Tour to Pembrokeshire

European colleagues from Slovenia (6); Sweden (6), and Ireland (4 visitors) will be visiting Pembrokeshire from the 27th Feb to 2nd March 2008.

Their itinerary will show them many aspects of ALL of Pembrokeshire. 

On Friday 29th Feb they will be lunching at Plash Hyfred and then from 3pm onwards be enjoying the delights of Narberth. It is hoped to target some of our unique business to show our European colleagues.

Action: Members

St Davids “Day” breakfast 6th March 7:30 Plas Hyfred

There is a proposal to hold a Business Breakfast on the 6th March with Jonathan Jones (Visit Wales) as Keynote Speaker. More information will be circulated nearer the date.

Notes for the Diary

· 19th Feb – PCC Business Ratepayers Consultative Panel

· 25th Feb – Pembrokeshire Spatial Plan

· 27th Narberth Future Forum ??

· 28th Pembrokeshire Business Zone – Hwest Showground

· 29th European Study Tour visit to Narberth

2008 Chamber Plans.

· Brochure – update and reprint.

· Civic Week – support and run both Grass Track and Antiques Fair

· Cruise Ships – enable visits

· Bluestone – how do we work with them?

· Work with Town Council & Narberth Forum to safeguard development of the old CP school

NEXT MEETING: 17th March 2008

1:00  o’clock Angel Hotel

Future meeting dates for your diary. 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH







17th March 2008

21st April 2008

19th May 2008

16th June 2008

Please be there.

Appendix 1

‘All "A" boards in the highway are deemed to be an obstruction. 

We do not consent "A" boards.’    Pembrokeshire County Council


  
   Please see below Pembrokeshire County Council Committee report dated September 2000 -
    
   HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE
  
   Report by:             Director of Transportation & Technical Services
  
   Date:                           14 September 2000 
  
   SIGNAGE ADVERTISING AND TRADING ON THE PUBLIC HIGHWAYS
  
   1.                  Background
  
   The Highway Committee meeting of 17 September 1998 discussed proposals to
   remove all unauthorised signs on public highway verges.  It was resolved
   (Minute 399) that a seminar be arranged in order to formulate the Councils
   policy with regard to the continued existence or removal of unauthorised
   signs on roads in Pembrokeshire.
  
   2.         Aim of the Seminar
  
   A seminar was held on 31 August and attended by some 32 Members with
   representatives from National Parks, the Police, Trunk Road Agency and
   various sections of the Authority.  The aim of the seminar was to discuss
   problems that exist because of the presence of unauthorised signs.  A 
   draft policy was put forward at the seminar for endorsement/amendment at this
   Committee.
  
    3.         Legal Position
   Various powers are available to the Council such as
  
   a)      1980 Highways Act Section 132.
  
   This deals with unauthorised marks on a highway and confirms that any 
   person who affixes a picture, sign or other mark is guilty of an offence and 
   liable to a fine.
  
   b)      1980 Highways Act Section 149
  
   This deals with the removal of things so deposited on a highway as to be a
   nuisance.  Under this section a notice is normally served requiring  removal.
   If the item constitutes a danger then the Authority can remove it without
   service of a notice.  Expenses incurred can be recovered under this 
   section.


   Various other clauses of Acts deal with matters of obstruction, control of
   advertisements and authorisation of traffic signs.
   
   4.         The Problem
  
   a)                  Signs
  
   These vary greatly in type, size and style. The signs can be of a 
   temporary nature with the use of inadequate letter size making them, as a minimum a
   distraction, or a danger if a motorist tries to absorb all the information.
   Other signs can be more substantial such as 'A' frames found in many towns.
  


   b)                  Trading Outside Shops
  
   Examples can be found of sale goods being displayed on the adjacent
   footways.  If sign clutter and obstructions are to be removed then some
   consideration needs to be taken on the removal of sale goods from the
   highway.  The display of goods for sale is an offence and therefore cannot
   be approved even passively by a deliberate policy of not taking 
   enforcement actions.


   c)                  Cars For Sale
  
   The Police are assessing a policy to deal with the sale of vehicles on
   roadside verges.  It is not always the case that obstruction occurs by the
   presence of a vehicle.


  d)         Trading on Highway
  
   Vehicles can be found at various locations offering refreshments.  There 
   is a Public Health overview of these food outlets but only on the basis of
   hygiene regulations.  The control of road sales is otherwise on the negative
   basis whereby areas are defined where these sales are not permitted.  Most
   of the urban areas in the south of the county are covered by an order under
   the Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1982 as are trunk roads.
   A few streets in Haverfordwest also have orders.  Castle Square
   Haverfordwest is currently being examined for an order to control trading.
  
  
   5.         Approved Signing
  
   a)                  Temporary Event Signing
  
   Temporary signing can be approved for events such as the County Show.  The
   applicants often use the RAC or AA to manufacture signs to an approved 
   text size and colour. The approval system allows the siting of the signs to be
   agreed and the timescale for erection and removal to be determined.  Pick
   your own fruit signs could be provided under this heading.
  
   b)                  Tourist Signs
  
   Brown and white signs can be agreed for premises that attract tourists. 
   The current policy is to permit signs local to the attraction provided a set
   criteria is achieved.  A fee is charged to vet applications.  Any approved
   signs are provided at the applicants expense.
  
   6.         Seminar Discussion
  
   Members were generally in agreement that all unauthorised signs should be
   removed from County Roads to give the same policy as applied to Trunk Roads.
   Some Members were, however, concerned that small businesses and charities
   may be unable to finance proper approved signs.  Subsidising the cost of
   brown tourist signs to small businesses was suggested. A further suggestion
   was made of treating urban and rural areas differently in terms of 
   accepting unauthorised signs in the countryside.  National Parks indicated 
   continuing concern at the proliferation of signs and the possibility of enforcement
   notices being served on the County Council to require the clearance of highway verges.
  
   Trading on highways by tea vans was seen as needing control and should be
   examined further by Licensing and Legal Sections.  Several Members saw a
   benefit in the provision of refreshment stops on highways encouraging motorists to break their journey.  Such   facilities to be in future restricted to approved designated locations.


  
     7.         Proposed Policy
  
   7.1       Any obstruction (sign, structure, goods for sale etc.) which
   causes a clear safety risk should be subject to immediate action.
  
   7.2       Any unauthorised sign or mark attached to a street light, a
   traffic sign or directional sign or its supports to be removed immediately
   with a written notification to the sign owner subsequently.
  
   7.3              All advertising signs on the public highway could be
   subject to procedures leading to removal and/or replacement with 
   authorised signs if appropriate.
  
   7.4              All unauthorised directional signs on the public highway
   are to be removed and temporary event signing approved where conditions 
   are observed.
  
   RECOMMENDATION
 
  1.                  That the above policy be approved for the removal of
   signs from the public highway.
  
   2.                  That a further report be presented on the licensing of
   mobile refreshment outlets in designated sites. 
















_________________________________________________________________________________

W.G. Barry Chamber Secretary. 
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