  NARBERTH CHAMBER OF TRADE

Established 31st May 1922

Committee meeting 13th September 2010; Angel Hotel 5.0 pm.

Present:
David Norcross (Chair); Gordon Barry (Sec); John Williams (Treasurer);  Sam Palmer; Andy Adamson; Francis Parry;

Apologies.    

Anthony Richards; Sally White; Lynne Baylis; Ivan Wilson; Anthony Ryan – (Vice-Chair); Tom Bromby

Minutes of previous full meeting (16th August 2010) were acknowledged as the true record of events.

Matters Arising from Minutes

Treasurers report. 

Donations and collections for the Town Council Christmas lights to be finalized and presented to the Council.

Accounts to be prepared for audit.

ACTION: Treasurer

Co-op Planning application 09/0997/PA for Spring Gardens.

The Planning Committee meeting of 7th September 2010 has rejected the proposed plan for the old Brains site.

It is however anticipated that the developers will appeal.

ACTION: Ongoing

Planning applications, possible site changes and issues  

· Queens Court development: This continues to be an eyesore and detracts from the ambience of High Street. Letters to the developer have continued to fail to improve the situation. 

· No 41 High Street ,the RH ‘shop’ application for change of use to a café/restaurant has been ‘conditionally agreed’ (10/0326/PA – 13th September 2010).  

ACTION: Ongoing

Business Rate Revaluations 2010

a) The Narberth Chamber Petitions to the Assembly Committee continues to progress. 

b) The next meeting of the petitions committee will be 28th September. 

c) All members should consider most carefully if they wish to appeal individually to the VOA, particularly if there are discrepancies with the physical measurements, access, windows etc with their properties. In other words if the physical details in your assessment are incorrect you may wish to talk to the VOA. However this will not alter the ‘Narberth local area’ £per square metre.

ACTION: Members

The secretary met with Brian Jones and Brad Davies at the VOA office in Carmarthen on the 9th September. A useful exchange was held with the idea of progressing the current appeals in a general grouping for Narberth. To date of all the Narberth businesses only 17 have appealed.

The secretary to clarify the situation with a separate Email to all members.

ACTION: Secretary

Narberth Future Forum Report and update; 

No further progress following our meeting with the Open Spaces Society’s legal team in Swansea on the 15th July 2010. 

Just to say that Simon Mumford contacted this week to say that his barrister friend thinks we have a rasonable cased with regard to Percriptive Rights 

and has gone to look up matters and will write a brief for Simon.

The ‘Playground’ 

The Forum’s prime objective remains the preservation of the ‘playground’ as an OPEN SPACE and as part of the Village Green, for the future use and enjoyment of the town.

Good to note that the Food festival has again been able to use the Playground again this year.

Car Park Charges –Town Moor

Work ongoing with Simon Mumford investigating the Prescriptive Rights issues

ACTION: Ongoing with Future Forum

Development of CP School

The County Council has produced the Development Brief and Invitation for Expressions of Interest in late May 2010. The closing date for the expressions of interest was 30th June 2010. It is understood that there have been 12 ‘serious’ expressions of interest of which it is believed that 2 were local. No names or other information is currently available.

ACTION: With support from the Open Spaces Society the Forum will continue to monitor the development of the old school site and its impact on the surrounding Village green. Your officers have a Barrister available to consider the development and duties of the County Council. However this will not be inexpensive  

Publicity initiatives

Brochure, Website, Narberth Map, Information signs & Shop signs.

As all of the above elements are interlinked with the ‘map’ being the common factor. 

Pembrokeshire College art department has progressed well with the design concepts for the town ‘map’. Currently the development stage work has been commented upon by the small sub group, with three possibilities emerging. 

We continue to look for Clarity and simplicity with 21st century design to reflect the towns success. 

ACTION: If you think you can help and contribute please let the Secretary know ASAP.

Once an acceptable design has been found, the incorporation within the various features would be much easier. Thus for;

· The big scale display boards, for the Car Park , Station etc 

· Central to the new brochure layout

· Used in both the Chamber and Town websites

· Merchandising uses

· To co-ordinate with shop signs replacing current ’A’ boards.

Chamber Website.

Work is slowly progressing to update/grade our web site. Unfortunately the problems affecting the town site Narberth.co.uk are impacting on its development.

Sir Thomas Picton school – student entrepreneurial  development. 

Request for a business person who would come and deliver a 15 minute (or so) talk and/ or question and answer session to pupils on what they need to consider if their business was to be a successful one in Narbeth.  Your input would be invaluable and crucial

in delivering first hand knowledge to pupils and we would really appreciate it as it would support an Enterprise unit that is personal to their own context.

The dates for giving the presentation are 29th Sept, 17th November & 5th January.

ACTION: Any volunteers PLEASE??

Greetings to Narberth USA. Sue Rees will be visiting Narberth Pennsylvania during September and will convey a message of greetings from the Chamber. 

ACTION: Greeting & salutations to be sent along with presents of Narberth Shopping Bags.

Trading Results

General Finance and Business analysis  

· The British Retail Consortium reported that UK retail sales Rose by only 1% on a like for like basis and rose by 2.8% on a total basis, from August 2009. 

· However Internet sales in August were  17.8%. higher than a year ago. The weakest growth for almost a year. 

· Food sales growth slowed a little. Clothing and footwear sales strengthened, helped by new autumn/winter ranges and back-to-school. Homewares edged up but sales were still often deal-driven, with big-ticket items affected by consumer uncertainty over job cuts and income prospects. [image: image1.emf]BRC-KPMG UK Retail Sales Monitor
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You may also find the Bank of England’s Agent’s summary useful on http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/publications/agentssummary/agsum10jun.pdf
Correspondence

PCC Review of Street trading -consultation doc. 

Pembrokeshire County Council's approach to promoting and regulating street trading and related activities is the subject of an ongoing review. The Council is undertaking a consultation on street designations in the County and is writing to partners and stakeholders to invite their views.

Please see www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/objview.asp?object_ID=5244 

There are a number of Prohibited Streets, mostly in town centres, Trunk Roads, and coastal locations in the former South Pembrokeshire District Council area. Street trading is not permitted in these streets. This includes all of Narberth.

There are a small number of Consent Streets in some town centres. In these areas trading is prohibited without the consent of the Council.

In most streets in the county there are currently no street designations. This means the Council has no control over street trading activity in these streets under existing street trading legislation.

To address current inconsistencies and to provide a uniform approach across the county it is proposed that the Council designate all streets which are publicly adopted highways (including Trunk Roads) as Consent Streets. This proposal was approved by Cabinet on 24th May 2010

ACTION: Your views are sought for reply to PCC by 30th September.

Civic Week

Request fro Civic Week for the Chambers opinions on themes for the Carnival Day morning ‘Street Fair’

ACTION: Secretary to write informing CV committee that the overwhelming opinion was for a Victorian theme applicable for the next two years.

NB: Whilst on holiday I visited Bridport (Dorset) whose civic week incorporated a “Hat Week” meaning that all the businesses & locals wore hats of varying shapes and sizes for the week with competitions for the best held each day. – a thought??

A.O.B.

Notes for the Diary 

Narberth Hub area meeting – Bloomfield 6th October 7pm

Pembrokeshire Business Network

· Sept 8th PBN Internet  Marketing - Web Adept

· Sept 29th PBN Greening your business - Chris Williams FS4B, for micro businesses. Pembrokeshire College 7pm

· Oct 21st PBN + PBI Business 2 Business showcase


· November 20th PBN Autumn Conference

2010 Narberth Business Threats and ongoing Chamber Plans.

1. Impact of UBR revaluation to the Town

2. Development of the J. Williams site by the Co-oP etc

3. PCC Pay & Display on the town moor

4. Potential loss of school playground as additional parking

5. Future redevelopment of the old CP School

· Brochure and website development

NEXT MEETING: 20th 13th September 2010

5:00  o’clock Angel Hotel

Future meeting dates for your diary. 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH







13th September

18th October

15th November

20th December

Please be there

Please remember that the Narberth Chamber of Trade is acting on your behalf and your voice needs to be heard.
















_________________________________________________________________________________

Gordon Barry Chamber Secretary. 
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