  NARBERTH CHAMBER OF TRADE

Established 31st May 1922

Committee meeting 15th February 2010; Angel Hotel 5.0 pm.

Present:
David Norcross (Chair); John Williams (Treasurer); Gordon Barry (Sec); Ann Pendleton; Ivan Wilson; Andy Adamson; Hanna Vandijk; Paul Wilkinson.

Apologies.    

Anthony Ryan – (Vice-Chair); Anthony Richards; Sally White; Julie Thomas; David Hartshorne; Sam Palmer; Georgina Palmer; Francis Parry; Angela Burns; Lloyd James;

Lynne Baylis; Neil Kedward.

Minutes of previous full meeting (18th January 2010) were acknowledged as the true record of events.

Matters Arising from Minutes

Treasurers report. 

Accounts to be prepared for audit.

ACTION: Treasurer

Business Rate Revaluations 2010

The meeting again considered the impact on the town of the revised Rate Valuations, 

The Assembly Petitions Committee will sit on 23 February 2010, 9 March 2010, 

23 March 2010. See web site http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-committees/bus-committees-other-committees/bus-committees-third-pc-home/bus-committees-third-pc-agendas.htm.

Following the disappointing response by the Minister; Carl Sargeant AM, he has been invited (as has the Chair of the committee) to visit Narberth to understand at first hand our problems.

Our Public Petition has gathered over 1000 signatories and will go to reinforce our original petition.

All members should consider most carefully if they wish to appeal individually to the VOA, particularly if there are discrepancies with the physical measurements, access, windows etc with their properties. In other words if the physical details in your assessment are incorrect you may wish to talk to the VOA. However this will not alter the ‘area’ £per square metre.

It is further understood that the VOA have re-issued their ‘rental survey’ for April 2008 forms to be completed by businesses in Narberth.

The meeting then considered what action could be taken to protest / highlight our concerns.

· Demonstrations highlighting our plight to include the possibility of putting Narberth up for sale as business could no longer survive.

· Replicating the Rebecca Riots to protest against the huge and unfair business taxation.

· We will be working with close liaison with Pembrokeshire Tourism and their ongoing champagne.

· Haverfordwest Chamber is giving thought to a separate Petition to limit the future increases to the ‘multiplier’ at RPI.

Thoughts should also be given to how we may further protest against the increases.

ACTION: ALL MENBERS

Planning applications and possible site changes and issues  

· James Williams site: Understood to be sold to the Co-Op, their intentions are unclear at present. No Planning applications on PCC website to date.

· East Gate Garage site: no information but it is understood to have been sold.

· Queens Court development: It is noted that FBM have the two ‘shops’ for rent at £22,000pa.

ACTION: Ongoing

· Old “Narberth Tires” site will be developed as part of Gardenia’s expansion plans.

ACTION: Close

School Playground “Car Parking” 

The use of the playground car park between the hours of 8am and 6:30pm continues to be successful and a benefit to the town. As our contract with PCC has a 4 week termination clause (by either side) it is to he hoped that the Chamber will have warning of when PCC intend to progress disposal of the School site.

ACTION: Ongoing

Review of Traffic, Parking, Public Transport and Access in Narberth. Stake holder consultation, PCC Highways Division

Still awaiting sight of this report in spite of repeated requests to do so.

Local press coverage would indicate that there are a number of outstanding reports commissioned by PCC and yet to be published.

Narberth Future Forum; 

Car Park Charges –Town Moor

These are being contested by the Forum and meetings are being set up between the County Council and the Forum.

Interestingly Sandbach Town Council has a similar problem over their town moor and parking. As they are well in advance of us in their struggle we may benefit from their case law.

Action: Support the Future Forum

Development of CP School

The latest from the County Council (10th Feb) is that “We anticipate marketing the site shortly. Once details are available any/all prospective purchases will have the opportunity to visit the site.”

Action: Continue to press for information 

Bluestone. 106 appeal.

The request by Bluestone to vary the 106 agreement has been agreed by the Planning Inspectorate at their ruling on 2nd February 2010

ACTION: Close

Publicity initiatives

Brochure, Website, Narberth Map, Information signs & Shop signs.

As all of the above elements are interlinked with the ‘map’ being the common factor. Pembrokeshire College art department have been approached with an open prize completion for their students to come up with designs.

ACTION: Meet with tutor to discuss possibilities. 

Once an acceptable design has been found the incorporation within the various features would be much easier. Thus for;

· The big scale display boards, for the Car Park , Station etc 

· Central to the new brochure layout

· Used in both the Chamber and Town websites

· Merchandising uses

· To co-ordinate with shop signs replacing current ’A’ boards.

Signspeed have been most helpful and generous in coming up with a number of suggestions.

The meeting felt that it  would be useful if  a sub-committee was set up to look at possible design before bringing them before the members. The sub group would comprise, amongst others, Hanna Vandijk, Paul Wilkinson. Sally White, John Williams etc

ACTION: Sub Group to meet  

Cruse Ship visits (and the Ryder Cup 2010?)

Possible Cruise Visits for 2010  Date Vessel

4th June Deutschland
- 30th July Ocean Countess
- 18th August Amadea

25th August Artemis
30th September Boudicca

Ryder Cup 2010

Good to see that Narberth gets a plug in the Wales Golf Guide. (See page 12 on) http://www.rydercupwales2010.com/en/docs/golf_guide_2007lowres.pdf 

Trading Results

General Finance and Business analysis  

· The British Retail Consortium reported that retail sales fell by 0.7% on a like for like basis and rose by only 1.1% on a total basis, from January 2009. 

· However Internet sales in January were still 14.6%. higher than a year ago. 

· General opinion was that trading continued to be very slow, with the poor weather affecting both numbers of customers and distances travelled.
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Membership Renewal.

Please don’t forget to renew your membership. To date we are half way there with the renewals with just over 60 members renewing. – Thank you.

Correspondence

PCC Local Development Plan –Delivery Agreement Revision. This is to be published in the summer with a consultation period of 6 weeks.

PCC Business ratepayers consultative plane. County Council Budget for 2010/11 is now available for written comments by 22nd February.

A.O.B.

Notes for the Diary 

· Thursday March 4th. Pembrokeshire Business Network is meeting at the Mariners Hotel, Haverfordwest.  Guest speaker is Eric Sutherland who will explain techniques of how to ‘Influence within Sales’. Improve your selling or negotiating skills with practical tips.

Crystal Evans from Go Wales will also attend with information on grants for businesses to employ/train graduates.

To book please contact Kathryn Bradbury or Liz Thomas on 01834 862113 or email kathrynb@planed.org.uk

· Monday March 8th Narberth Chamber of Trade is organising a free practical sign up session for local businesses to the leading online business directories Google Local maps and Ufindus.  These are the UK’s premier internet directories for local and national business. Many people now ‘google’ to find information and signing up to both these directories will greatly increase the chance of your business or website being found on line.

You can sign up even if you do not have a website – an email address is all that is needed and it takes about 15 minutes to do. The listing is password protected so you can update it when necessary.

Drop in to Planed offices at the Old School, Station Road, Narberth between 3pm and 6pm on Monday 8th March 2010. While booking is not essential, it would be helpful to know if you plan to attend as previous sessions in other areas have proved very popular.

· Tuesday 16th March.  Peninsula Employment Law Seminar.  9.30-12.45pm at the Technium Centre, Pembroke Dock.  To book contact PBI on 01646 695300. For more information see www.pbi.org.uk

· Thursday March 25th. Business Zone Event organised by PBI in conjunction with PBN. 10am until 6pm at the Pavilion, Withybush, Haverfordwest. This is a great opportunity to meet with a wide range of organisations that offer support and information on developing existing business and setting up new ventures.  There will also be opportunities to speed network with potential new customers and suppliers.  To book please contact Kathryn or Liz at Planed or call PBI on 01646 695300.

· Friday March 26th.  ‘A Question of Business’ -Political Question Time at Plas Hyfryd Hotel, Narberth starting at 7.30pm.   Put your views and questions to a panel of politicians on the state of the economy and the priorities of the business community in Pembrokeshire.  Appearing on the panel will be Nick Ainger MP for Carmarthen West and South Pembrokeshire and Prospective Parliamentary Candidates Simon Hart, Conservative; John Gossage, Liberal Democrats and John Dixon representing Plaid Cymru.

Booking is essential and questions must be submitted in advance.  Please contact Kathryn Bradbury on 01834 862113 or email kathrynb@planed.org.uk
2010 Narberth Business Threats and ongoing Chamber Plans.

1. Impact of UBR revaluation to the Town

2. Development of the J. Williams site by the Co-oP etc

3. PCC Pay & Display on the town moor

4. Potential loss of school playground as additional parking

5. Future redevelopment of the old CP School

· Cruise Ships – enable visits

· Prepare for the 2010 Ryder Cup

· Brochure and website development

NEXT MEETING: 15th March 2010

5:00  o’clock Angel Hotel

Future meeting dates for your diary. 

THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH







15th March 2010

19th April 2010

17th May 2010

21st June 2010

Please be there

Please remember that the Narberth Chamber of Trade is acting on your behalf and your voice needs to be heard.

P.S. Your membership renewal for 2010 went out in the first week of January. 

Thank you for your early response.
















_________________________________________________________________________________

W.G. Gordon Barry Chamber Secretary. 
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